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Regulations of Graduate Student for the International Interdisciplinary Sustainability Studies Master's
Degree Program, National Cheng Kung University
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Approved at the Program Committee Member Meeting of the International Master's Program in Interdisciplinary Sustainability Studies
on September 27, 2024
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To cultivate professional and cross-disciplinary talents and to elevate academic research, these
regulations (hereafter referred to as the MSS Student Regulations) clearly stipulate the matters

concerning MSS master's students' admission, registration, course selection, duration of study, credits,

grades, transfer, withdrawal, graduation, and other relevant matters. Thus, the MSS Student
Regulations are formulated accordingly.

7 -~ ®4 Chapter 2 Articles of MSS Student Regulations
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Section 1 Admission

1. Graduates from public or accredited private universities in Taiwan, or from foreign
universities recognized and accredited by the Ministry of Education, Taiwan, who hold
a bachelor's degree or meet the requirements of equivalent academic qualifications, and
those who have passed the entrance examination for the master's program at NCKU, are
eligible to enroll in the MSS master's program at NCKU.

2. Foreign graduate students who apply independently for admission to the MSS program,
and meet the qualifications mentioned in the previous article (1), may be accepted into

«

the MSS master's program at NCKU, provided they pass the review or screening process.

3. The entrance exam for local students (Taiwanese students) in the MSS program includes
two pathways: screening process admission and general admission examination. The
screening process involves document review and face-to-face interviews, while the
general admission examination includes document review, written examination, and
face-to-face interviews. The subjects for admission examinations are listed in the
admissions prospectus for the relevant year.

-

-



I P S EE
C)FET A r8ap g Rxrgmz "TBEEL AT 2 ARE 4 FHME M0 E %
EHAFHEFRP B EREAHESRTE T ES AR TRER L ) ShE
K2 i Gt dd - phERBATS  FREB A T2 TPk .
(F)FLmr TR R R Bl B o
CHpFFER(F X PR FRR)F 5 ARKF > LR E A5 T R (#5%
Fhmp] | o
Section 2 Registration & Course Enrollment

1. After enrolling in the MSS program, students must follow the “Credit Requirements
of MSS program” and abide by the "NCKU Course Selection Regulations.” Prior to
course selection each semester, students must consult with their thesis advisor regarding
course choices and complete the “MSS Program Course Selection Form.” This form

must be approved by both the thesis advisor and the program director for record-keeping.

If a thesis advisor has not yet been assigned, the “MSS Program Course Selection Form”
must be approved by the program director instead.

2. Once finalized, the research thesis must be approved by the thesis advisor and the
program director.

3. The thesis advisor (including co-advisors) must be a faculty member of NCKU and must
meet the qualifications outlined in the "Regulations of the Identification and Change of
Thesis Advisor of the MSS Program.”
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Duration of Study, Course Credits, Grades and Transfer

The duration of study for the master’s degree shall be between one and four years. If
there are special circumstances (such as placement and education for individuals with
disabilities, pregnancy, or child care, etc.), students may provide relevant documents to
extend the study period in accordance with the "NCKU Rules and Regulations for
Graduate Students."

Graduate students in the MSS Program must complete at least 24 credits. All acquired
credits must be listed on the MSS Program Course Selection Form and approved by the
advisor and program director before being counted as credits toward graduation. The 6
credits for the master’s thesis are not included in the 24 elective credits.

For all subjects in every semester, a grade of 100 is the maximum score, and 70 is the
passing score; for any score below 70, the credit(s) will not be granted. Students who
fail a required subject cannot take a make-up exam and must retake the course. The
passing grade for the "Code of Conduct™ is 60.

For graduate students taking undergraduate courses, the passing grade is 60. Students
who fail the course cannot take a make-up exam. Undergraduate course credits and
grades are not included in the semester’s average score or the credit count. However,
this does not apply if special approval is obtained from the Dean of Academic Affairs.

Graduation grade: The graduation grade is calculated as the average score of academic
performance and the thesis defense.

MSS Program graduate students must complete general education requirements,
including courses in academic ethics, Chinese and English academic writing, and
communication skills. Academic ethics must be no less than 6 hours, and Chinese and
English academic writing and communication skills must each be at least 1 hour. The
academic ethics course must be completed online, and a certificate of completion must
be submitted to the MSS office when applying for graduation. Chinese and English
academic writing and communication skills will be covered in seminar courses (no
additional courses required).

MSS Program graduate students (including international students) who have completed
at least one year of study and, due to special circumstances, wish to transfer to another
program or graduate institute may apply for a transfer. This requires the approval of
both the MSS Program Director and the Director of the receiving program/institute, as
well as the Dean of Academic Affairs. Transfers are limited to once, and once approved,
students cannot return to the MSS Program. The same regulations apply to students
transferring into the MSS Program. The MSS Program Director must assign 3
committee members to review the transfer application, and the transfer can only proceed
if all reviewers agree.

Any papers, creative works, performance, written reports, technical reports, or other

forms of academic output found to involve forgery, falsification, plagiarism,
ghostwriting, or other academic misconduct will be investigated by a special team



formed by the MSS Program. If the investigation confirms misconduct, disciplinary
action will be recommended. This recommendation, after approval by the relevant MSS
Program meetings, will be submitted to the NCKU Student Reward and Disciplinary
Committee for further deliberation.
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Section 4 Withdrawal from the MSS Program

If any of the following conditions are met during the graduate student's enrollment, the
student shall be recommended for withdrawal from the MSS program:

1. The student has not completed the required subjects or credits and has not passed the
thesis defense for the degree examination by the end of the study period.

2. The student failed the defense examination and is either not eligible for a make-up
exam or, after taking the make-up exam, still failed to achieve a passing score of 70.

3. The student failed to register on time or did not return to school after an extended
leave of absence.

4. The student failed (scored below 60) in the "Code of Conduct."

5. The student's original admission qualifications are found to be inadequate upon
review.

6. The student is subject to expulsion according to the NCKU Student Awards and
Disciplinary Regulations.
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Section 5 Graduation and Degree Conferment

1. If MSS program students meet the following criteria, they will be granted graduation
and degree conferment:
(1) They have completed the required subjects and credits within the prescribed
duration of study.
(2) They have passed the thesis defense in accordance with the NCKU Rules and



Regulations for Graduate Student Degree Examinations.
(3) Their "Code of Conduct" grades for each semester are above 60.
2. MSS program students who meet the aforementioned requirements will be granted a
master's degree and issued a diploma by NCKU after completing the leaving procedures.
3. Ifitis found that a conferred degree's thesis, creative work, performance, written report,
or technical report involves plagiarism, fraud, or serious violations of academic ethics,
and these allegations are confirmed through investigation, the degree will be revoked.
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Chapter 3 Rules and Regulations of Graduation Examination for Graduate Students
-~ AERPFYAY GYHLE YR “fuT*&LP BT RARF Y AT YR
s
(C)AERFIAZICBEL -FEY  TRELEEEGHPUFL(F) L (H P ®
FRFLVIZEA) 2 BAHH - B DA g o ST RAALE Y R
i
(Z)hep FiriEm2 R ﬁ;%g; BT R Y 4o ﬁ:’ T EMY HEEY b%g
8001 1200% 2. & < ut ¥ 4E & > t"h‘w\f@ﬁiﬁ SR EECEAE SRR Sk
B FEPRREAE  MARY TR G
(Z)AERAT ARG O GHRAF o FEN - B AR 23 FaRN R
T2 BT o
() 2ERAGFZHEFHFE > FEIRY 54 TEBERIPFHARLBERTT
178 AP HR23EP 3537 -
(F)mlEeTFL A er4R
RITE~ BiRBiisdi 4 5 B
1 iz g T3~ Bl ?z%@:
2. PaEm Tkl s MEAY EY LETRAET R BT M EETR
3Z§WFJ§W’ELJ?W*¥$$ 4 o
4 FIAEBEYFCESEREER S A AL £ FG A
5 38LE FAREE I R-E2 FRL R 0 ZANCED2BI AR T AL AFEBER
ALERALE I RLABAFTHEEZLA: A R0z RY > P EY
ﬂigﬁm7§gzﬁ%rﬁ@wf%:oﬁlzﬁrﬁaﬁﬁﬁﬁé»’ﬁp
Zfel 2 HMEPN G BMAFEI FHRE LR LEITSEREIERLBER
1‘1‘%%0‘??;:;‘1@&% K prlr d AR 3RAS RERRIEFLELEL -
Section 1 The Rules and Regulations of Graduation Examination for Graduate Students for MSS

Program is the same as the NCKU Rules and Regulations of Graduation Examination for
Graduate Students except the following regulations:
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1. Graduate students in the MSS master’s program must complete at least two semesters of
study, earn 24 or more credits in professional elective courses (including at least 12 credits
of EMI courses), and pass two semesters of seminars before they may apply for the
master's degree examination.

2. If the thesis is written in English, a Chinese abstract and keywords must be included. If
written in Chinese, an extended English abstract of 800 to 1200 words must be added.
The format should adhere to the "National Cheng Kung University Thesis and
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Dissertation Format Guidelines.” In support of environmental protection and
sustainability, the thesis should be printed double-sided.

3. Graduate students in the MSS program must submit their thesis defense application at
least one month before the defense date, and no later than the final deadline specified by
NCKU regulations.

4. In accordance with the MSS program's emphasis on sustainability and interdisciplinary
characteristics, the master’s degree defense application form must indicate at least 3 of
the 17 United Nations Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) that the thesis content
aligns with.

5. The MSS Master's Degree Examination Committee shall consist of three to five members.
In addition to having specialized expertise in the subject matter of the thesis, creative
work, performance, or technical report submitted by the graduate student, the committee
members must meet at least one of the following qualifications:

(1) Currently serving or having served as a professor, associate professor, or assistant
professor.

(2) Academician of Academia Sinica, or currently serving or having served as a
researcher, associate researcher, or assistant researcher at Academia Sinica.

(3) Holding a doctoral degree with notable academic achievements.

(4) Having notable academic or professional achievements in a rare or specialized
field.

Committee members appointed based on the qualifications outlined in points 5.3 and 5.4
must submit the "NCKU MSS Master’s Degree Examination Committee Member Profile
Review Form" two months before the defense date to the MSS office. The appointment
of such committee members will only be approved if the review committee, assigned by
the MSS program director, passes the review. Other degree examination committee
members are decided by the advisor. However, the spouse, blood relatives, or relatives
by marriage within the third degree of kinship of the graduate student may not serve as
committee members. The list of committee members must be approved by the MSS
program director and then submitted to NCKU for formal appointment. The oral
examination committee shall elect one chairperson from among the committee members,
and the academic advisor may not serve as the chairperson.
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Section 2 The oral defense presentation can be conducted in either Chinese or English, depending

on the request of the oral defense committee members during the master's thesis
examination.
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Section 3 The final version of the thesis must include an originality report from the Turnitin system,
where the overall similarity index of the full text must not exceed 12% (similarity
indices from single sources less than 1% are excluded from the calculation). The
similarity index from any single source must not exceed 3%.
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Section 4 If a master's thesis extensively cites previously published journal articles, the student
must be the first author, or the first author excluding the advisor, of the published journal
articles. The source must be clearly indicated, and proof of publication along with the
relevant content must be provided. The authorized cited portions of the thesis from the
published papers are exempt from the similarity index threshold requirements; however,
the remaining parts of the thesis must still comply with the threshold regulations.
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Section 1  All rules and regulations of the Graduate Student Regulations for the International
Interdisciplinary Sustainability Studies Master's Degree Program will be implemented
upon approval by the MSS Program Committee. The same procedure applies to any
future amendments and revisions.



